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U S A  C o m m e n t s  s h o w n  i n  b l u e  f o n t   

C H A P T E R  6 . 8 .  
 

M O N I T O R I N G  O F  T H E  Q U A N T I T I E S  AN D  
U S AG E  P A T T E R N S  O F  A N T I M I C R O B I AL  

A G E N T S  I N  F O O D - P R O D U C I N G  AN I M AL S  

Article 6.8.1.  

Definition and purpose 

For the purposes of this chapter, therapeutic use of antimicrobial agents means the administration of 
antimicrobial agents to animals for treating, preventing and controlling infectious diseases. 

 

Rationale: The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA), and Codex Alimentarius have defined therapeutic uses in the same 
manner—for the treatment, control, and prevention of disease. Preventive use of antimicrobials 
may be interpreted as a mechanism to control an infectious disease. That is, prevention uses 
may be a subset of what is defined by the OIE as control. However, to maintain consistency in 
terminology across the Codex Alimentarius, FDA, and the OIE, we recommend the term 
“preventing” be added as indicated above. 

 

The purpose of these recommendations is to describe an approach to the monitoring of the quantities of 
antimicrobial agents used in food-producing animals. 

In order to evaluate antimicrobial exposure in food-producing animals, quantitative information should be 
collected to monitor usage patterns by animal species, antimicrobial agents or class, type of use 
(therapeutic or non-therapeutic) and route of administration. 

 

Article 6.8.2. 

Objectives 

… 

__________________ 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

    Text deleted. 

 


